
Start well 
finish right 

 
 

Although these courses might seem a bit 

of a chore in lives already made very busy 

with children, for many people they are the 

beginning of a journey with Jesus—for both 

children and parents. The essence of being a 

Christian is to live life in relationship with 

Jesus. In the Start or Alpha course we will 

introduce you to each other. The rest is up to 

you!  

 
 
 

More info 
 
Please contact the parish office if you would 
like to arrange a Thanksgiving at St Luke’s or 
be part of our next Alpha course to prepare 
for baptism. 
 
 

Contact details 
St Luke’s Church 
Knights Hill 
West Norwood 
London SE27 0HS 
020 8761 0068 
www.stlukeswestnorwood.org 
stlukeswestnorwood@gmail.com 
 
Getting to St Luke’s 
Plan a journey at tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey 
Train to West Norwood Station 
Buses: 2 68 196 315 432 468 690 N2 N68 
X68 
 
Accessibility for wheelchair users 
Level access from West Norwood Station 
Parking in St Luke’s Churchyard (phone 
ahead to reserve a space if possible) 
Ramp access to main church building 
Level access to bathroom 

Christenings 
at St Luke’s 
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Thank you God 
for this precious gift 

 
 

St Luke’s is a parish church in the Church of 

England that means you can have a 

Christening or be baptised here, providing 

you have been living or worshipping in our 

parish for the past six months. You can check 

which parish you live in by entering your home 

postcode into www.achurchnearyou.com. If you 

don’t live our worship in our parish you will need 

to be a committed member of St Luke’s for six 

months before applying. 

 

Having a child is one of the most awe-

inspiring experiences in life, it is natural to be 

amazed at the miracle of it all, and to want to 

thank God. Many parents also want to dedicate 

their child to God, creating a foundation of faith 

and asking for God’s blessing on the child. Others 

want to have them ‘named’ officially and publicly 

before family and friends. We conduct a service 

of Thanksgiving, Naming, Blessing & Dedication 

on the third Sunday of every month at 10.30am. 

We do this as part of our Sunday morning 

service—when the church is in the building—so 

that your child can be introduced and prayed for. 

Please contact the parish office if you would like 

to arrange this service for your child.  

 

We require parents of children who are 

Having a Service of Thanksgiving at St Luke’s 

to attend a Start course, either at church or at 

home. The course is six weeks long and other 

families will be preparing in this way at the same 

time. It is the mission of the church to undertake 

this preparation, in order to fully explain the 

teaching of Jesus on which the Christian church 

is built. 

 

We require those preparing for baptism to  

undertake an Alpha course at St Luke’s. The 

course is twelve weeks long and other baptism 

candidates will be preparing in this way at the 

same time. Our Service of Baptism is usually held 

once a year on Pentecost Sunday. 

Baptism: 
Dying to sin 

Rising to life in Christ 
 
 

When we are baptised we are repenting of our 

sins and renouncing them—dying to sin—to 

be reborn in Christ. Complete submersion under 

water is the symbolic death that we experience. 

Everyone who was baptised in the Bible was 

completely submerged in water and it was the 

normal experience in the Church of England until 

relatively recently, and still remains typical in 

many other Christian churches.  

 

Baptism is an outward sign of a person’s  

inward repentance of sins and personal  

commitment to follow Christ. Based on what is 

clearly written in the Bible, we would strongly 

recommend that all baptism candidates are old 

enough to renounce sin and turn to Christ for 

themselves, as that as what they are promising to 

do. However, parish churches in the Church of 

England, have traditionally baptised infants which 

we can do if requested. We usually ask parents to 

be baptised at the same time, so that they take 

on the commitments of baptism themselves and 

can therefore better help their children to live as a 

disciple of Christ going forward. 


