
Costs 
 
Parochial fee for a wedding in a parish church in the 
Church of England: £415 
Parochial fee for the publication of banns: £27 
Parochial fee for a banns certificate: £13 
Parochial fee for a marriage certificate at the time of 
marriage: £4 
Pianist: £120 
Verger: £50 
Please note that all fees increase annually 
Please note that only one marriage certificate is issued 

 
 
 

More info 
 
Finding your parish church in the Church 
of England 
www.achurchnearyou.com 
 
Planning your ceremony 
www.yourchurchwedding.org 
The Church of England’s wedding planning 
website 
 
The Church of England Marriage Service 
www.churchofengland.org/prayer-worship/
worship/texts/pastoral/marriage.aspx 
 
Obtaining a Superintendent Registrar’s 
Certificate 
www.lambeth.gov.uk/births-deaths-marriages
-and-civil-partnerships (if you live in 
Lambeth) 
www.gov.uk/marriages-civil-partnerships/
overview 
 
Flowers: Beverley Wilson 
www.beverleywilsonflorals.co.uk 
You are not obliged to use Beverley for 
flowers but she is a keyholder which makes 
access to the church easier 
 

Contact details 
St Luke’s Church 
Knights Hill 
West Norwood 
London SE27 0HS 
020 8761 0068 
www.stlukeswestnorwood.org 
stlukeswestnorwood@gmail.com 
 
Getting to St Luke’s 
Plan a journey at tfl.gov.uk/plan-a-journey 
Train to West Norwood Station 
Buses: 2 68 196 315 432 468 690 N2 N68 
X68 
 
Accessibility for wheelchair users 
Level access from West Norwood Station 
Parking in St Luke’s Churchyard (phone 
ahead to reserve a space if possible) 
Ramp access to main church building 
Level access to bathroom 

Weddings 
& Banns 
at St Luke’s 
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You are welcome 
at St Luke’s 

 
 

St Luke’s is a parish church in the Church of 

England that means you can have a wedding, 

here, providing you have been living in our 

parish for the past six months. You can check 

which parish you live in by entering your home 

postcode into www.achurchnearyou.com.  

 

If you want to be married at another parish 

church in the Church of England and you live 

in our parish, you will need to have your banns 

read at St Luke’s on three separate Sundays 

within the three months before you marry. You 

must give your marrying a minister a certificate 

showing that your banns have been read, in order 

to be married. Please contact St Luke’s to make a 

banns application. 

 

Be prepared! We offer everyone who wants to 

be married or needs to have their banns read at 

St Luke’s, marriage preparation. It’s a short, very 

informal three-session course held in the 

evenings at St Luke’s. We invite several couples 

at once, if possible, so that it doesn't feel intense, 

and we encourage everyone to come and lay a 

firm foundation for the coming years. 

Reading of banns. Most Church of England 

marriages will require banns to be published 

before the wedding can take place. You won’t 

need to arrange banns until about four months 

before your wedding date. Banns are read in the 

church where the wedding is to take place and in 

the parishes where each party resides. Couples 

must be able to present a certificate stating that 

banns have been read in order for their marriage 

to go ahead. 

 

Common Marriage Licences. If either of the 

couple lives overseas or is a European (non-

British) national, or has a genuine reason for 

needing to marry in church before the publishing 

of banns can be completed, a Common Marriage 

Licence may be needed. 

 

Superintendent Registrar’s Certificates.  

If either of the couple are non-European 

nationals, instead of banns or a Common 

Marriage Licence, they must apply for a 

Superintendent Registrar’s Certificate from the 

relevant civil register office. This has been the 

case since 2 March 2015 when the law changed, 

unless a couple has been informed that the 

‘transitional arrangements’ apply to them.  

 

You will require the following documents to 

proceed with a banns application or to arrange a 

wedding at St Luke’s: 

 A valid in-date passport 

 A utility bill or bank statement (last 6 months) 

 Decree Absolute if divorced (marriage only)

Legal 
requirements 

 
 

There are certain things that must happen in a 

church wedding to ensure the marriage complies 

with both UK civil and church law: 

 

You must be old enough. If you are under 18 

years old you will need your parents’ consent to 

marry and by law you cannot be married in the 

UK until you are 16. 

 

You must be a man and a woman. Although 

same-sex marriage legislation is now in force, it 

remains the case that it is not legally possible for 

same-sex couples to marry in the Church of 

England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must live in the parish. It’s possible to get 

married in a church that’s away from where you 

live if you have a certain kind of connection with 

it. You should contact St Luke’s parish office to 

enquire about this. If you do not live in the parish 

we would expect you to worship regularly with us 

for the six months before beginning to arrange 

the wedding. 

 

Time of wedding. The wedding must take place 

between 8am and 6pm on any day. 

http://www.facultyoffice.org.uk/special-licences/general-information-about-marriage-law/superintendent-registrars-certificates

